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Course Number and Title 
SPAN-T 550 Hispanic Studies 

Professor Name 
Julien Simon  

Dates 
8/23/2021-12/13/2021 

Credit Hours 
3.0 

Course Description 
In this course, students will deepen their understanding of the complexity of today’s Hispanidad in the US. We 
will take a diachronic approach to see how the past shapes the present. In doing so, students will critically 
analyze crucial events, periods and policies that have influenced and keep influencing the US’s relationship 
with its Latin-American neighbors and its Hispanic/Latinx communities at home. They will discuss key concepts 
about the interrelation between the US and the Hispanic World of the Americas, generating and sharing their 
own hypothesis and arguments on the themes examined. A wide range of materials/sources will be used (e.g., 
films, short stories, essays, newspapers, excerpts from books, maps, etc.). Course topics include: The Hispanic 
presence in the US from 1493 to today; the Hispanic world and its indigenous peoples from 1491 to today; and 
issues of ethnicity, race, gender and representation of the Hispanidad in US society; among others. These 
concepts will be essential to function effectively as teaching professionals of the Spanish language as well as of 
the cultures of the Spanish-speaking world. 

Learning Outcomes  
By the end of this course, students will be able to... 
1. Deepen their understanding of the crucial role and contributions of the Hispanidad in the US today
2. Describe the various phases in the evolution of the relationship between the US and Latin-America
3. Evaluate some of the key events and policies that have influenced the relationship between the US and

Latin-America
4. Describe and evaluate the origins of some of the issues facing Hispanics/Latinxs in the US today
5. Engage in critical reflections on the role of the US in Latin-America and the relevance of the Hispanidad in

US society

Course Contents 
• 1491:  Civilizations of the Americas before the Conquest
• 1492 – 1810: Race, Conquest and Colonization of the Americas
• 1493 – 1800s: Early Hispanic Presence in the US
• 1810 – 1898: Latin-America’s Relationship with the US (Part 1) – Independence Movements and US

expansionism
• 1898 – Onward: Latin-America’s Relationship with the US (Part 2) – Economy and Interventionism
• Today’s Hispanic Presence in the US.



 
 

SPAN-T 550 

Learning Materials 
Excerpts from the following texts: 
- Gac-Artigas, Priscilla, and Gustavo Gac-Artigas. Hoja de Ruta, Cultura y Civilización de Latinoamérica.  

ISBN: 978-1930879607 
- Kanellos, Nicolás, ed. En otra voz: Antología de la literatura hispana de los Estados Unidos. (2002) 

ISBN: 9781611921380 
- Tezanos-Pinto, Rosa. Presencia hispana y el español de los Estados Unidos. (2017)1  
- Mann, Charles. 1491: Una nueva historia de las Américas antes de Colón. (2013) 

ISBN: 978-1-60980-515-9 
- Chang-Rodríguez, Eugenio. Latinoamérica: Su civilización y su cultura. 4 ed.  

ISBN: 978-1413032178 
- McVey Gill, Mary and Teresa Méndez-Faith. Cultura y cine: Hispanoamérica hoy. (2012) 

ISBN: 978-1-58510-510-6 
 

Assessment 
Attendance and Participation – 15% 
Critical Reflections – 30% 
Video Discussions – 25% 
Quizzes – 15% 
Research Project – 15% 

 
1 https://www.anle.us/site/assets/files/1385/la_presencia_hispana_y_el_espanol_de_los_estados_unidos.pdf  

https://www.anle.us/site/assets/files/1385/la_presencia_hispana_y_el_espanol_de_los_estados_unidos.pdf

