
Syllabus
University of Southern Indiana

ENG 618: Public Digital Rhetoric (Online)
Winter/Spring 2023: 1/9/23 - 5/5/23

This is an online synchronous course that meets Mondays from 5-7:45 pm Central/6-8:45 pm Eastern.
 
 

Professor: Dr. Kristin LaFollette 
Contact: klafollett@usi.edu, 812-228-5136 
Office: Orr Center 3007 
Office hours: (or by appointment) 

Credits: 3 credit hours 
Online meeting:  
Pre-requisite: 2.5 grade point average (GPA) with a bachelor’s degree 

Course Description 
This course examines relationships between digital rhetorics, their professional and social 
applications, theoretical foundations, and their effects on our everyday lives. Our shift from 
print-based, textual media to electronic, verbal-visual hybrids signals changes underlying our 
culture and expansions of how we innovate and recreate that surpass mere technological 
advances. Composing and engaging with digital rhetorics are an increasing part of our public 
and private lives. Public digital rhetorics reconceptualize notions of what constitutes authority 
and authorship and what defines audience/readership, contest public and private boundaries, 
and revise hierarchical, linear, monologic patterns of thinking. Composing, reading, and 
interacting with digital media (e.g., blogs, vlogs, social media) changes not only how we 
communicate and relate with people, but also how we think. 

Course Learning Outcomes 

• Identify the development of authority and identity through digital media

• Understand the role of images in the creation and maintenance of online identities and
communities

• Identify how rhetorical appeals and composing impact public digital rhetorics in varying
contexts, audiences, and purposes

• Observe critical differences in the shift from traditional, print-based rhetoric to digital
media and how this shift affects our rhetorical choices, composing processes, and
products

• Understand how public digital rhetorics change our lives and thinking

Program Learning Outcomes 
Through the study of literature and writing, the Department of English prepares students to 
communicate effectively, think imaginatively, and live wisely in a diverse world. 

Communication Guidelines 
All class communications and interactions with other students and the professor should follow 
common social standards for respect and courtesy. Learn about the USI Netiquette Guidelines 
for Online Students so that you can get the most out of your class. 

Students should contact me via email (klafollett@usi.edu) with questions or to set up a virtual 
appointment. I will respond to all emails within 24 hours. Feedback on all assignments will be 
provided within 1 week of submission. 

https://www.usi.edu/online-learning/student-services/
https://www.usi.edu/online-learning/student-services/
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Blackboard Course Site Overview 
You will find our course materials divided up into weekly modules in Blackboard (located on the 
left side of the course shell). Each weekly module will contain handouts and documents, 
additional readings (outside of the assigned textbook), assignment submission areas, and links 
to samples, videos, and/or other content. Please refer to the course schedule and weekly 
modules to stay on track.  
 
Textbooks/Course Materials 

• Required texts 
o Eyman, D. (2015). Digital rhetoric: Theory, method, practice. University of 

Michigan Press. 
▪ ISBN: 9780472052684 
▪ This text is available to read for free online at this link. 

o Hodgson, J. (2019). Post-digital rhetoric and the new aesthetic. Ohio State 
University Press.  

▪ ISBN: 9780814255261 
▪ Order through USI bookstore, Amazon, etc. 

o Nish, J. (2022). Activist literacies: Transnational feminisms and social media 
rhetorics. University of South Carolina Press. 

▪ ISBN: 9781643363431 
▪ Order through USI bookstore, Amazon, etc. 

o Sheridan, D.M., Ridolfo, J., & Michel, A.J. (2012). The available means of 
persuasion: Mapping a theory and pedagogy of multimodal public rhetoric. Parlor 
Press. 

▪ ISBN: 9781602353084 
▪ Order through USI bookstore, Amazon, etc. 

• Technical requirements 
o Reliable computer with an updated operating system 
o High-speed internet connection 
o Office 365 
o Supported web browser (Firefox or Google Chrome) 
o Webcam and microphone 

 
Technical and Digital Literacy Skills 

• Technical skills 
o Using and navigating Blackboard 
o Using Zoom (joining sessions, using a webcam and microphone) 

• Digital literacy skills 
o Using library resources and databases to locate information 
o Using online search tools (and search criteria, keywords, and filters) for 

academic purposes 
o Citing source material 
o Preparing a presentation of research findings 

 
Assessments and Grading Methods 
Grading Events 
Reading facilitation   30 points  10% 
Reading responses   50 points  16.7% 
Peer review participation  20 points  6.7% 
Semester project   200 points  66.6%  

https://www.press.umich.edu/4536325/digital_rhetoric
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Total     300 points  100% 
 
Grading Scale 
A 270-300 90-100% 
B+  261-269 87-89% 
B  240-260 80-86% 
C+  231-239 77-79% 
C  210-230 70-76% 
F  0-209  0-69% 
 
All assignments will be turned in to the appropriate submission area on Blackboard. Feedback 
and grades will also be provided via Blackboard. 
 
Course Policies 
Attendance/Participation 
Students are expected to attend all Zoom sessions. It is crucial that all students have done the 
readings for each class session, and participation through discussion is required and necessary. 
While I understand some situations might not allow for you to have your camera on during class, 
you should have your camera on whenever possible. To eliminate background noise, keep your 
microphone muted until you are ready to speak.  
 
Late Work 
In general, I do not accept late work. If you submit an assignment late, you will not receive 
credit. If you are not able to complete an assignment on time, you must contact me before the 
assignment is due to receive an extension. 
 
Names/Pronouns 
I want to refer to you by the correct name and pronouns. Please let me know if what is listed on 
my roster is not what you prefer.  
 
University Policies 
Academic Continuity  
In the event of an announced campus closure or emergency, it may be necessary for the 
university to suspend normal operations. During this time, the university may opt to continue 
instruction through online or alternative modes of delivery. Each student is responsible to 
monitor the USI homepage at www.USI.edu and their USI email for important general 
information and instructions regarding classes. Please also view the guidance on emergency 
procedures and information. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Academic integrity is the hallmark of truth and honesty in an engaged university community. 
Students have the right and responsibility to pursue their educational goals with academic 
integrity. All members of the university are accountable for their actions in maintaining high 
standards of academic integrity. Students are responsible for completing academic 
requirements without action and/or material that violates academic integrity. Please view 
the Academic Integrity Policies and Procedures.  
 
Civility and Inclusion 
The university is dedicated to a culture of civility among students, faculty, and staff. The 
university embraces and celebrates the many differences that exist among the members of a 
dynamic, intellectual and inclusive community, and strives to maintain an environment that 

http://www.usi.edu/
http://www.usi.edu/emergency
http://www.usi.edu/emergency
https://www.usi.edu/media/5599778/academic-integrity-policies-and-procedures-fall-2016.pdf
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respects differences and provides a sense of belonging and inclusion for everyone. Any form of 
unlawful discrimination will not be tolerated. Each student has the right to be free from 
discrimination, including harassment, on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, pregnancy or 
marital status, parental status, national origin or ancestry, age (40 or older), disability, genetic 
information, sexual orientation, gender identity, veteran status, or any other category protected 
by law or identified by the University as a protected class. If you have experienced 
discrimination, or know someone who has, you may seek help by contacting USI’s Affirmative 
Action Officer, Chelsea Keaton, at 812-464-1703 or at cckeaton@usi.edu or title.IX@usi.edu. 
Find more information in the Student Rights and Responsibilities: Code of Student Behavior  
and Equal Opportunity and Non-Discrimination policy. 
 
Class Withdrawal and Incompletes 
It is the student’s responsibility to officially drop/withdraw from any courses before the deadline. 
The university does not withdraw students from any classes. Please refer to the USI Academic 
Calendar for specific dates. For more information, please visit Registrar’s Office Schedule 
Changes. Under special circumstances, students may petition for an incomplete grade. 
However, it is up to the course instructor to decide if an incomplete will be granted. Students 
receiving an incomplete grade will need to complete all course requirements by the agreed 
deadline to avoid an “F” grade.  
 
Disability Accommodations 
If you have a disability for which you may require academic accommodations for this class, 
please register with Disability Resources as soon as possible. Students who have an 
accommodation letter from DR are encouraged to meet privately with course faculty to discuss 
the provisions of those accommodations as early in the semester as possible. To qualify for 
accommodation assistance, students must first register with Disability Resources located in 
Science Center Rm. 2206, 812-464-1961. To help ensure that accommodations will be available 
when needed, students are encouraged to meet with course faculty at least 7 days prior to the 
actual need for the accommodation. However, if you will be in an internship, field, clinical, 
student teaching, or another off-campus setting this semester, please note that approved 
academic accommodations may not apply. Please contact Disability Resources as soon as 
possible to discuss accommodations needed for access while in this setting. 
 
Title IX – Sexual Misconduct 
The University of Southern Indiana is committed to providing a safe learning, living, and working 
environment free from discrimination. Sexual misconduct and incidents of interpersonal violence 
deeply interrupt the collegiate experience, and USI is dedicated to ensuring a campus that is 
free of these types of incidents in order to promote community well-being and student success.  
USI encourages individuals who believe that they have been sexually harassed, assaulted, or 
subjected to sexual misconduct to seek assistance and support.  
 
Confidential resources are available on campus at Counseling and Psychological Services 
(CAPS) and the University Health Center (UHC). For a full list of resources, support 
opportunities, and reporting options, contact Chelsea Keaton, the University Title IX 
Coordinator, at 812-464-1703, email the office at title.IX@usi.edu, or stop by the Title IX office in 
the Wright Administration Building, Forum Wing, Suite 171. 
 
Syllabus Change Policy 
The syllabus is a guide to the course and is subject to change with reasonable advanced notice 
as course needs arise. 
 

mailto:cckeaton@usi.edu
mailto:title.IX@usi.edu
https://www.usi.edu/student-handbook
https://handbook.usi.edu/equal-opportunity-and-nondiscrimination-policy
https://www.usi.edu/registrar/academic-calendar
https://www.usi.edu/registrar/academic-calendar
https://www.usi.edu/registrar/schedule-changes/
https://www.usi.edu/registrar/schedule-changes/
http://www.usi.edu/disabilities
https://www.usi.edu/counselingcenter
https://www.usi.edu/healthcenter
mailto:title.IX@usi.edu
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Technical Support 
Help Desk Support 
Since your professors are not trained as technology experts, they will not be able to assist you 
with your technical needs. If you have any issues with Blackboard, Zoom, or any other 
technology, please contact the Help Desk at 812-465-1080 or send an email to it@usi.edu. To 
learn more about the USI help desk, please visit USI IT Help Desk. 
 
Additional Support 

• Blackboard 

• Zoom 

 
Privacy Policies and Accessibility Statements 
For detailed information about the privacy policies and accessibility statements of the course 
technologies, please visit USI Online Learning Support Services. 
 
Academic Support 
Academic Skills – Tutoring 
This office offers tutoring and learning assistance to help you develop skills to succeed in your 
academic life. To contact them, please call 812-464-1743 or go to the website above to find the 
latest tutoring schedule. In addition to tutoring in math and other content areas in Academic 
Skills, please note that the Writers’ Room (ED 1102) provides writing assistance in person and 
online. To use this service, please contact their office by calling 812-461-5359 or visit their 
website at USI Writers’ Room. 
 
Citing Sources 
Rice Library Libguides for Citing Sources 
 
Research Guides 
Research assistance, subject guides, and useful resources compiled by your friendly librarians: 
USI Lib Guides. 
 
Counseling Center 
The Counseling Center is open every Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. CST. 
You’ll find the Counseling Center in the Orr Center, Room 1051. Their phone number is 812-
464-1867.  
 
Disability and ADA Support 
Disability and ADA Support  
 
Student Grievances 
Student Grievances and Complaints Document  
 
Additional Student Resources 
The university provides a comprehensive range of support services and activities for students. 
Please refer to Student Support Services for detailed information regarding academic advising, 
registration, financial aid, student affairs, counseling, career services, etc. 
 
Financial Aid Office 
Information about current or future financial aid (including the implications of withdrawal from 
courses) can be obtained from the University Financial Aid Office. The office open is every 

https://www.usi.edu/it/help-desk
mailto:it@usi.edu
http://www.usi.edu/it/help-desk
https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us
https://www.usi.edu/online-learning/student-services/
https://www.usi.edu/university-division/academicskills/tutoring/
https://www.usi.edu/university-division/academicskills/tutoring/
http://usi.libguides.com/citingsources
http://usi.libguides.com/
https://www.usi.edu/counselingcenter/
http://www.usi.edu/university-division/disabilities
https://www.usi.edu/media/3402299/Grievance-and-Complaints-Procedures.pdf
http://www.usi.edu/students/
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Monday through Friday from 8:00 am to 4:30 pm CST. Their phone number is 812-464-1767 or 
you can email them at finaid@usi.edu. 
 
Student Basic Needs 
Students who have difficulty affording food on a regular basis or lack a safe place to live and 
believe this may affect their class performance are encouraged to contact the Dean of Students 
Office and view a list of resources. 
 
University Health Center 
The University Health Center is a full-service clinic offering medical services and health-related 
information to students, faculty, and staff. It is located in the lower level of the Health 
Professions Center and is open Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. CST. Click 
the following link to learn more about Health Services offered at USI or call 812-465-1250 to 
make an appointment. 

mailto:finaid@usi.edu
http://www.usi.edu/deanofstudents
http://www.usi.edu/deanofstudents
http://www.usi.edu/media/5612733/financial-wellness-resources.pdf
http://www.usi.edu/healthcenter



