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Syllabus 
University of Indianapolis 

ENGL 534-ONX: Contemporary Literature and Culture (3 cr.) 
Summer I 2023: 5/15/23 – 6/30/23 

Online Asynchronous 

Dan J. Vice Virtual office hours available by appointment 
viced@uindy.edu 

Overview 
This course examines literary texts and literary movements in their cultural and historical 
contexts. Special emphasis is given to ethnic, cultural, and gender diversity, and required 
readings include a variety of works by authors of color. Particular attention will be paid to 
postmodernism and 21st-century writers’ responses to its texts and ideas. The impact of 
globalization on literary studies will be addressed also. 

The student learning outcomes are as follows: 
• analyze the literature as forms, with their own craft, theory, and technique
• analyze the literature as a product of both universal expression and specific context
• read attentively and write critically about the literature
• take an active role in class discussion and meaning-making

English 415 is designed to meet the learning goals of Critical Thinking and Performance, as 
defined by the University of Indianapolis. 

Required Texts 
Mohsin Hamid, Exit West 
Alexandra Kleeman, You Too Can Have a Body Like Mine 
Hanif Abdurraqib, They Can’t Kill Us Until They Kill Us 

Grade distribution 
1. Class discussions 30% 
2. Research presentations 30% 
3. Peer review 10% 
4. Research & Reflection essay 30% 

Grading scale 
A 100 – 93 
A- 92 – 90
B+ 89 – 87 
B 86 – 83 
B- 82 – 80
C+ 79 – 77 

C 76 – 73 
C- 72 – 70
D+ 69 – 67 
D 66 – 63 
D- 62 – 60 
F 59 
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Course format and expectations 
We will have two posted sessions per week, during which you will work on your own time 
and check in regularly to enter the discussion in progress. The first session will be Monday 
through Wednesday; the second is Thursday through Sunday. (In weeks 3 and 6, a university 
holiday means that the session will begin on Tuesday.) On the first day of each session, I will 
post course material, announcements, and links to the class discussion. 
 Because this is a summer course, each session carries a lot of weight. Because it is an 
online course, you will need to take a lot of responsibility for your time and participation. 
The success of the class depends on our working together, reading the assignments, taking 
part in conversation. 
 

Class discussions 
Discussion about the reading assignments will take place in the forums on Brightspace. 
Detailed guidelines for discussion will be distributed in the first session, as well as the rubric 
for grading discussion participation. 

 
Research presentations 

After we finish each of the three texts, you will find a news article or academic source 
relevant to issues present in the book, and prepare a video/audio presentation on what you’ve 
found, and its connection to the literature. The prompt and rubric for these will also be 
distributed later. 

 
Calendar 

M 5/15  Introduction to ENGL 415 
Th 5/18  Hamid: Exit West, chapters 1-4 
 
M 5/22  Hamid, chapters 5-7 
Th 5/25  Hamid, chapters 8-12 
 
M 5/29  No school (Memorial Day) 
T 5/30  Research presentation #1 / Kleeman: You Too Can Have a Body Like Mine, part 1 
Th 6/1  Kleeman, part 2 
 
M 6/5  Kleeman, part 3 
Th 6/8  Research presentation #2 / Abdurraqib: They Can’t Kill Us Until They Kill Us 

(selected essays) 
 
M 6/12  Abdurraqib, selected essays 
Th 6/15  Abdurraqib, selected essays 
 
M 6/19  No school (Juneteenth) 
T 6/20  Research presentation #3 
Th 6/22  Essay workshopping 
 
M 6/26  Essay drafting and peer review 
Th 6/29  Researched essay due 
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Academic Integrity Statement 

The University of Indianapolis and the Department of English are strong proponents of 
academic integrity. You are expected to complete your own written work, to document your 
research, and to attribute any ideas or passages that come from other sources. If you are 
found to have engaged in academic misconduct, we will meet to discuss the appropriate 
consequences of those actions, which could include failure of the assignment or of ENGL 
415. The University requires that confirmed cases of academic misconduct be reported to the 
Office of the Registrar. 
 
 

Disability Accommodations 
If you anticipate or experience any barriers to learning in this course, please feel free to 
discuss with me. If you have a disability that requires an official accommodation, please 
contact the Services for Students with Disabilities office (SSD) in Schwitzer Center 206 (317-
788-6153; www.uindy.edu/ssd) for documentation. If you have already been approved for 
accommodations, please let me know as soon as possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


