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¡Bienvenidos! Welcome to Cultures and Literatures of Latinx in the US! 

Description of the Course: 
Span 550 is one of the six courses that are part of the UIndy Spanish Grad Certificate. The story 
of Latinos in North America can be trace to even before to the existence of the US as a republic, 
and their history until today continues to be one of both growth and struggles. The purpose of 
this course is to create a space for dialogue and examination about the complexities of the 
Latino cultural production in the US. By critically analyzing works from diverse group of artist 
and writers we will explore some of the major themes that inform their productions (race, 
gender, immigration, citizenship, class, etc.). The course also aims to foster cultural awareness 
of the customs and traditions of the Latino community in the US and give students the ability to 
explain the importance and role of language and culture awareness in an increasingly global 
society.  

Course objectives for Spanish 500: 

Students in Spanish 500 at the end of the course, should be able to: 
• Continue to demonstrate an appreciation and respect for Hispanic cultures and

civilizations.
• Recognize a variety of local, national, and international current events and influential

individuals, geography, history, art, literature, and music that pertain to the Latino
community in the US.

• Be aware of the distinct regional Latino experiences in the US
• Reflect on the cultural importance of immigrants to the US
• Demonstrate the use of different logics and relationships between language and how

Spanish speakers and Latinos see and interact with their world.
• Evidence the development of critical thinking skills via the different cultural concepts,

theories and artifacts studied in this course.
• Present written and oral works in Spanish, applying the acquired knowledge on the

Latinx cultural production, while developing insightful analysis.
• Reflect continuously about how the knowledge learned in this course could be applied

or taught at their workplace.
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Delivery modality: 
This class will be conducted entirely online and asynchronously, and it will require a good deal 
of self-discipline and time management skills in order to complete it successfully. It is up to you, 
the student, to understand the schedule and keep up with the assignments. Make sure you 
know your deadlines and due dates and do not hesitate to ask me if you need further 
clarification. 
 
This course is a fully online class that will be carried out on Brightspace. On Brightspace you will 
find links to our weekly videos, and materials, and you will find the homework, projects, and 
activities. Students must follow the directions under the Content tab in Brightspace, to 
complete each week's assignments. The online portion will be open to students every week 
and will remain open throughout the semester for further consultation or study. However, the 
required homework will be due every Sunday at midnight. Completing this homework is a very 
important aspect of this class. 
 
This class requires a computer and a good WIFI connection. You can log in to exams and 
homework through your phone, but previous semesters have proved that laptops/computers 
are a better option. 
 
Required Materials: 
 
 * We the Animals. By: Justin Torres ed. (book) 
  ISBN 10: 0547844190 / ISBN 13: 9780547844190 
  Publisher: Mariner Books, 2012 
 * Harvest of Empire: A History of Latinos in America. Dirs. Peter Getzels & Eduardo  
 Lopez. (Documentary) 
 * Ya no estoy aquí. Dir. Fernando Frías (movie) 
  (I'm No Longer Here, 2019) 
 
All other materials will be available on Brightspace.  
 
ASSESSMENT 
 
The calculation of the final grade is as follows: 

Homework                                             30% 
Participation in discussion forum  20% 
Response papers (2)      20% 
Final project                                                        30% 

     
Grading: 
 

93 and above = A     73-76                     =  C 
90-92               = A-                                                      70-72                     =  C- 



87-89               = B+                                                      67-69                     =  D+ 
83-86               = B                                                        63-66                     =  D 
80-82               = B-                                                       60-62                     =  D- 
77-79               = C+                                                      59 and below       =  F 

 
Further explanation of your evaluation: 
Policy: 
We understand that there may be some technical issues such as connectivity/WIFI problems, 
technology not working, computer issues, etc. please let your professor know if you run with 
any of these problems as soon as possible. Engagement is understood as maintaining open and 
fluid communication with your professor, time spent on online platforms, etc.  
 
Consistent participation, preparation, and on-time completion of homework assignments are 
essential for your success in this course.   
  
Plagiarism (homework, tests, exams) will automatically withdraw from the course. 
  
Homework (30%)  
It is your responsibility to do the online homework corresponding to each lesson. Your 
instructor will assign daily homework assignments on Brightspace. Homework must be 
completed according to the following guidelines: 

▪ Complete your work independently unless otherwise instructed. 
▪ Do it thoroughly and thoughtfully. 

No homework will be accepted late. 
 
Participation in the discussion forum (20%) 
You are expected to engage critically with the course content and with other students by 
posting at least one comment of your own and responding to one student’s comment in the 
discussion forum. Only thoughtful and respectful comments will count toward your 
participation and your grade. I will post some prompts based on the readings/videos. Grade 
Rubric on Brightspace. 
 
Response papers (2*10, 20%)    

Students must upload to Brightspace, previous to the class a reflection (600 word approx.) 
about the reading assigned to that day.  There will be two (2) response papers during the 
semester.  

Final project (30%) 



Every step towards your final paper must be overseen by your professor during at least one-
two meetings over the course of the class. 

● Proposal (10%). A 500 words document, where you’ll explain the topic of your 
final paper, a working title, the reasons why you are interested in the topic, and 
a possible draft of your eventual paper. 

● Peer review-Proposal feedback (10%). You will have an assigned partner, and you 
will read and discuss each other proposals, then you must send a one-page 
feedback to your partner and your professor giving feedback about their project 
(you must mention both things that are exciting about the project, and aspects 
to improve) 

● Final Paper (60%).  This is the most important piece of your final project.  Please 
meet with your professor in order to discuss your topic (Times New Roman, 
Double Space, 12 points). 

● Final Presentation (20%).  Each student will make a formal presentation of their 
final paper via video.  

 
SERVICES FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:  
If you have a disability that may have some impact on your work in this class and for which you 
may require accommodations, please inform me immediately so that your learning needs may 
be appropriately met. Students with a disability must register with the Services for Students 
with Disabilities office (SSD) (www.uindy.edu/ssd) for disability verification and for the 
determination of reasonable academic accommodations. You are responsible for initiating 
arrangements for accommodations for tests and other assignments in collaboration with the 
SSD and the faculty. 
 
Academic Integrity and Academic Misconduct                                                                                                                           
The students, faculty, and administrators of the University of Indianapolis commit 
themselves to the highest level of ethical conduct in academic affairs. The University of 
Indianapolis, therefore, adopts regulations concerning academic misconduct to 
safeguard the academic integrity of the institution. Academic misconduct includes, but is 
not limited to, the following circumstances: (A) Cheating (B) Fabrication (C) Plagiarism 
(D) Interference (E) Violation of Course Rules (F) Facilitating Academic Dishonesty and 
(G) Abuse of Confidentiality. 

 
Accountability 
It is your responsibility to acquire class notes from a classmate and keep track of 
announcements and due dates throughout the semester regardless of your absences. Check 
Brightspace and your e-mail periodically and consult your instructor and classmates to ensure 
that you are up to date with announcements and assignments. I will guide you to learn. You are 
responsible for learning the material, coming to class ready, and meeting with your instructor if 

http://www.uindy.edu/ssd


you feel behind, or confused. Please do not hesitate to stop by my office, my door is always 
open! 
 
Email etiquette 
Please conserve a professional tone and format in your emails and include as much Spanish as 
you can. 
 
No-English Policy 
I enforce a strict no-English policy in our class, but I make sure that you are in a comfortable 
learning environment.  
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SEMANA 1 
 

LECCIÓN TAREA (check due date on VHL) 

Lunes & martes   Introducción al curso 
-Video en Brightspace 

Subir un video de 5minutos, en los 
que el estudiante se presenta, 
explica su relación/viaje con el 
español y explica la importancia 
del español y la cultura latina en 
los Estados Unidos.  

Miércoles & jueves Modulo 1: Quiénes son los Latinos en 
US 
Latino, Latinxs, Hispanos? 
-Lectura: “Who are we.” En Latinidad: 
U.S. Latino Literature and 
the Construction of Ethnicity (En 
Brightspace) 

Foro # 1 en Brightspace: ¿Qué tan 
importantes son estas categorías? 

Viernes-Domingo Días para completar la tarea  
SEMANA 2 

 
  

Lunes & martes   América Latina y el Caribe: Diversidades 
  

 

Miércoles & jueves Modulo 2: Migración  
Relaciones entre Estados Unidos y 
América Latina 
Documental: Harvest of Empire: A 
History of Latinos in America 

Response Paper #1 sobre el 
documental. 

Viernes-Domingo Días para completar la tarea  
SEMANA 3   



 
Modulo 1   Migración y la frontera 

- Lectura Borderlands por Gloria 
Anzaldúa (fragmento en Brightspace) 
 

Foro #2 en Brightspace: La 
migración, un debate politico, 
humanitario y cultural. 

Modulo 2 Discusión de la película: "Ya no estoy 
aquí" 

Conversación en parejas sobre la 
película. (Grabar y subir a 
Brightspace) 

Viernes-Domingo Días para completar la tarea  
SEMANA 4 

 
  

Modulo 1 Modulo 3: Género y familia 
- Lectura: We the Animals (capítulos 1-3) 

Foro #3: Primeras impresiones 
sobre la novela 

Modulo 2 (continuar leyendo We the Animals, 
capítulos 4-5) 

 

Viernes-Domingo Días para completar la tarea  
SEMANA 5 

 
  

Modulo 1 - Lectura: We the Animals (capítulos 6-8)  
Modulo 2 Roles de género y la familia latina 

Lectura: “Gay shame, Latina-and Latino-
style: A Critique of White 
Queer Performativity.” (En Brightspace) 

 

Viernes-Domingo Días para completar la tarea Response paper #2 sobre la novela 
"We the Animals" (Subir a 
Brightspace) 

SEMANA 6 
 

  

Modulo 1 Modulo 4: Representación 
Latinos en los medios y la importancia de 
la representación 

 

Modulo 2 Peer review - Discusión del proyecto final Entregar al profesor (y a tu 
compañero de clase), una página 
(600 palabras) dando 
retroalimentación sobre su 
proyecto final 

Viernes-Domingo Días para completar la tarea  
SEMANA 7 

 
  

Modulo 1 Podcast: "Radio Ambulante"  
Modulo 2 Latinos en los currículos escolares  
Viernes  Días para completar la tarea  

SEMANA 8   



 Proyecto final  
 
***The instructor reserves the right to alter this schedule at any time to better accommodate 
the learning needs of the students. 
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